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The Sanctuary of Dionysos below the Cave of Euripides 
 

A small sanctuary of the Hellenistic period (3rd-2nd century B.C.) was 
excavated by the University of Ioannina, between 1998 and 2000, at Peristeria 
on the south coast of Salamis in the Saronic Gulf. The sanctuary is situated in 
front of a natural spring, at a short distance from the Cave of Euripides. It 
consists of a rectangular shrine (2.50 x 2.30 m.), a place for worship with a 
built bench in the shape of the Greek letter Gamma, and a built water tank 
(3.40 x 3.20 m.), arranged in the axis from West to East. 

 

 

Map of the island of Salamis in the Saronic Gulf. © University Excavation of Salamis 
Archives. 
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Plan of the sanctuary of Dionysos. © University Excavation of Salamis Archives. 

 

 

Reconstruction of the Sanctuary of Dionysos in the early 2nd century B.C. © University 
Excavation of Salamis Archives. 
  
Included in the numerous finds from the area of the sanctuary and the spring 
are: 

- A marble erect phallus, coming from a statue (of Pan) or herm (in the form 
of Pan or Priapos) and part of a clay votive phallus. 
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Marble phallus. © University Excavation  Part of clay phallus. © University  
of Salamis Archives.    Excavation of Salamis Archives. 

 

- The right hand of a marble statue of Dionysos, holding a kantharos (cup for 

wine). 

 

Right hand of a marble statue of Dionysos, holding a kantharos. © University Excavation of 
Salamis Archives. 

 

- Fragments of Athenian mould-made bowls. 

- Pieces of black-glazed kantharoi, among them a complete one (of ca. 200 
B.C.), with small plastic comic-masks on its handles. 
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Kantharos with small plastic comic-masks on its handles. © University Excavation of 
Salamis Archives. 

 

- Forty one (41) stamped handles and rims, belonging to Knidian, Rhodian, 
Coan and “Greco-Italic” amphoras. 

- Fragments of cylindrical beehives and discoid lids, of which four (4) 
examples, found in the lower yellow (Hellenistic) layer in the cult area with 
the bench, are stamped with a central emblematic “E”, recalling the initial 
of the name of Euripides. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discoid lid of cylindrical beehive, with a 
central emblematic “E” recalling the initial 
of the name of Euripides. © University 
Excavation of Salamis Archives. 
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The conclusion is reached that this rural Salaminian sanctuary, found “under 
the shadow” of Euripides’ Cave, in a landscape haunted with his memory, was 
built, in the 3rd century B.C., for the combined cult of Dionysos, patron-god of 
drama, and Euripides, poet of the Bacchae. 

After its destruction (probably due to a severe earth-tremor) in the 2nd century 
B.C and the filling and levelling of the whole area in Roman Imperial times, 
this cult (also reflected in a well-known marble votive relief in the 
Archaeological Museum of Constantinople) appears to have been continued in 
the nearby cave, at a higher level. Thus, in the 2nd century A.D., the cave at 
Peristeria emerged as a “tourist shrine”, a place of pilgrimage, frequented by 
Greeks and Romans alike (on the testimony of Aulus Gellius), in veneration of 
the great tragic poet. 

 

 


